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finale 


By MIRE REGAN 
Wycombe 1, Reading 2 








EADING overcame a bout of 

F.A. Cup nerves and the 
notorious Loakes Park pitch to 
register a victory which. on 
balance, they just about 
deserved. 

The Third Division side started 
confideatiy, despite their recent 
poor League form, and had their 
noses in front after just five min 
utes. A combination of erre:s in 
the Wycombe defence left the 
inventive Friday free to convert 
an easy chance from a couple of 
yards, f 

This shattered the. compesure 
of the Rethmans Isthmian League 
part-timers who looked demeral- 
ised and hesitant th-cughout the 
rest of the first half which was 
controled by a sharper, more 
efficient Reading side. 

On the half hour, Reading in- 
reased their lead when Friday, 
who was earlier booked fot a` 
clumsy late tackle on Holifeld 
took full advantage of a misun- 
erstanding between Phillics and 
goalkeeper Maskell. and tapred 
home a. second goal from cicse 
range. 

At this stage, the Wecombe sup- 
Porters—who have seen their team 
lose only twice in the last 20 
matches—were displaying increas- 
ing frustration, 

Conditions urderfoot on the 
icy pitch were almost impossible, 
but Wvcombe’s light and mobile 
midfield creator Fraser ceped 
with them surprisingly well. Prob- 
ing and teasing the Reading de- 
fence with his deft ball ‘control, 
he irspired Wycembe to a sound 
second-half display which, despite 
moments of undigrifed retreat, 
almeast earned them a replay. 

After 70 minntes . Kennedy 
nodded a long ball from Davies 
into the path of Pearson wha 
brought Wycombe back into the 
game with a blistering 20 yards 
shot which sailed past the mob‘le 
Death. This set un a frantic finale 
in which. both Kennedy and Pear- 
son came close to scoring for 
Wycombe. But in the end, Read- 
ing kept their heads and their 


feet. 


